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Your home: Pelham, Alabama

Your Hometowns: Lewis: Hueytown, Alabama 
                    Resia: Mobile, Alabama

Tell us about your family and how you met:  
Lewis: We have two sons, Jordan (21) and Justin (19). We 
actually met through a mutual friend at a school carnival. 
Not long after that meeting, Resia was completing her ad-
ministrative degree and served as an intern at my school where 
I served as the assistant principal. This gave us an opportunity 
to get to know each other. Resia then left the school system to 
pursue her doctorate at Auburn University, and we kept in touch 
as friends. The relationship blossomed into what it is today.

What are your professions? 
Lewis: Assistant Superintendent of Administration and Pupil 
Services for Shelby County Schools;
Resia: Principal, Forest Oaks Elementary School, Shelby 
County Schools.

What is your secret for success?  
Our secret to success is simple: faith and family first. Treat 
everyone with respect. Approach every situation with great hu-
mility. And finally, give more to the world than you take away. 

What is the best advice you have received? 
As a couple, the best advice that we have received is: through 
all of the things that you are doing, find ways to spend qual-
ity time together. We keep things in perspective, and we 
enjoy a weekly date night.

Favorite mottos?
Lewis: Be great TODAY. 
Resia: Do all things with love.  

Please tell us about your educational foundation:
Lewis: BS in Physical Education from UM in 1988, M.Ed. in 
Education Administration from UM in 1999, Ed.S. in Educa-
tion Administration from UM in 2003 and Ed.D. in Instruc-
tional Leadership from Samford University in 2010. Resia: BS in 
Elementary/Middle School Language Arts from UM in 1997, 
M.Ed. in Education Administration from UM in 2001 and 
Ph.D. in Reading Education from Auburn University in 2006.

How did Montevallo affect your career path?
Lewis: I was impacted by the many professors that demon-
strated a personal interest in my success as a person. The UM 
faculty made me feel that my future was the most important 
thing to them.  

Resia: When I entered the College of Education, I had so 
many knowledgeable and passionate professors who moti-
vated and encouraged me. I recall having a conversation with 
Dean Terry Roberson, who encouraged me to pursue my 
doctorate in reading education. I never forgot that conversa-
tion, so once I graduated with my masters degree in Educa-
tion Administration, the very next day I moved to Auburn to 
begin my doctoral program. 

What are your favorite Montevallo memories?
Lewis: My fondest memories have always been the times that 
I spent with my teammates from the basketball team. I also 
cherish the many friendships that were developed at UM, 
some of which are still in place today. 
Resia: My favorite memories of Montevallo involve spending 
time with friends and sorority sisters, serving as a Monte-
vallo Master and working closely with Dr. McChesney. I 
remember Dr. McChesney and Mrs. McChesney inviting me 
into their home to enjoy dessert while they offered words of 
encouragement. That really meant a lot to me.

What is a typical day for you? 
Lewis: A typical day for me entails working with local school 
administrators on any challenges or issues that they may 
encounter. I usually have several meetings with the district 
senior leadership team. I am also involved with a number of 
agencies throughout the county that support our students. 
Ultimately, my day is filled with problem solving. Every day 
brings about a new challenge.
Resia: I begin my day greeting students as they arrive at 
school, and I visit each class before the school day begins. 
Throughout the day, I am planning, organizing, leading and 
monitoring in a variety of areas. I am usually working with 
teachers to assess instruction and to monitor student prog-
ress. I enjoy listening to the students read to me and share 
what they are learning.   

What are your hobbies?
Lewis: Coaching youth basketball, I still play some, as well, 
in men’s leagues. I also enjoy collecting music, particularly 
jazz records and CDs.
Resia: Love photography, cooking and reading.

How do you balance everything?
We both love staying busy; however we make time to step 
away from the everyday grind. We love to travel, so we have 
been to a number of cities and countries. Wherever we go, we 
always visit schools. We simply love our profession, and we 
are always researching ways to become better.

Power couple, Lewis and Resia Brooks 
balance careers, family, hobbies and 
community involvement on a daily basis.
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